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ST ADIS//////////////// 

EO 11652: GDS 
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SUBJ: RUMORS 

REF: A. STATE 198159, B. TEHRAN 7043 

1 . FOR NEA/IRN ONLY. IT APPEARS TO US THAT AMERICAN 
SOURCES ARE FINALLY CATCHING UP WITH THE RUMORS WHICH 
I PASSED TO YOU PREVIOUSLY. THERE IS NOTHING NEW IN 
THIS FRONT EXCEPT A PERSISTENT REFRAIN THAT THE SHAH'S 
HEALTH MAY NOT BE AS GOOD AS DESIRED. THERE IS. HOW- 
EVER. NO BASIS IN FACT FOR THIS LINGERING STORY TO THE 
BEST OF OUR KNOWLEDGE. 

2. SHAH DELIVERED VIDEOTAPED CONSTITUTION DAY SPEECH 
AUG 5 AND APPEARED IN GOOD HEALTH. SENIOR PRESSMAN WHO 
WAS PRESENT FOR AT LEAST PART OF FILMING LATE LAST WEEK 
SAID SHAH LOOKED IN EXCELLENT HEALTH AND DISPLAYED GOOD 
SENSE OF HUMOR. MOST LOCAL NEWSMEN BEGINNING TO DISCOUNT 
RUMORS AND SEE THEM AS WORK OF OPPOSITIONISTS, BUT 
FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC. IRANIAN OFFICIAL, WHEN CONFRONTED 
BY RUMORS OF SHOOTING IN LEG AS LATE AS AUG 1 OR 2, RE- 
MARKED RATHER DRYLY THAT SHAH DID NOT SEEM TO BE SUFFERING 
MUCH DURING IMPROMPTU NOWSHAHR VOLLEYBALL GAME PRIOR TO 
A MINISTERIAL AUDIENCE NEAR THE END OF LAST WEEK. 
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3. COMMITTED RUMORMONGERS HERE, OF COURSE, EVEN INSIST 
THIS IS PART OF COURT COVERUP, WITH SHAH TAPING CONSTITU- 
TION SPEECH TWO MONTHS PREVIOUSLY. RAPIDITY WITH WHICH 
RUMORS HAVE CHANGED TO AVOID REALITY HAS BEEN TRULY 
IMPRESSIVE. BLOC DIPLOMATS ALSO CONTINUE TO DISSEMINATE 
RUMORS. JUST RECENTLY BULGARIAN CHARGE GAVE ME SONG 
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AND DANCE ABOUT SHAH'S ILL-HEALTH. UNFORTUNATELY, SOME 
AMERICAN CITIZENS ARE AS PRONE TO "RUMOR RECONSOLIDATION" 
TOO, AND THIS MAY BE SOURCE OF "CONFIRMATIONS," WHICH 
KEEP STORIES CYCLING IN U.S. 

4. OUR BASIC LINE REMAINS THAT GIVEN IN REF B. 

NAAS 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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